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The publication presents a regional breakdown of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) indicators produced by 
the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey on the situation of children and women (MICS). MICS is an international household 
survey programme developed by UNICEF. Belarus MICS was carried out in 2019 by the National Statistical Committee 
of the Republic of Belarus. Financial support was provided by the European Union, the World Bank, the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the Russian Federation and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). MICS 
round 6 is designed to monitor the situation of children and women, and to obtain reliable information to help monitor 
the progress of achieving SDGs. In Belarus, the MICS is conducted for the third time, the last survey program produced 
over 120 indicators, including 21 SDG indicators. The data covers such topics as maternal and child health, infant and 
young child feeding, early childhood development, women’s reproductive behavior, attitudes to domestic violence, young 
people’s sexual behavior, feeling of safety in communities, overall life satisfaction and other relevant issues.
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Access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene 
is essential for good health, welfare and productivity 
and is widely recognised as a human right. Diarrhoeal 
diseases exacerbate malnutrition and remain a 
leading global cause of child deaths. Household 
using improved water sources located on premises or 
requiring up to and including 30 minutes per trip for 
water collection meet the SDG criteria for a “basic” 
drinking water service.

Social protection policy aims at reducing the number 
of low-income people and enhancing targeted support 
of socially-vulnerable population categories. The 
governmental programmes incorporate a range of 
measures for social protection and rehabilitation 
of vulnerable populations, including a system of 
family allowances and targeted social support. The 
percentage of people covered by the minimal social 
protection systems indicates the degree of guaranteed 
living conditions for all population strata.

Households using improved sanitation facilities that 
are not shared with other households meet the SDG 
criteria for a “basic” sanitation service, and may be 
considered “safely managed” depending on how 
excreta are managed.
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GOAL 1
End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere

1.4.1 – Proportion of population living in 
households with access to basic services 
(using basic drinking water services), percent

1.3.1 – Proportion of population covered by 
social protection floors/systems, percent

1.4.1 – Proportion of population living in 
households with access to basic services (use 
of basic sanitation services), percent

99,4%63,7% 98,3%
98,8%60,1% 96,5%

99,8%59,0% 99,5%

98,8%66,5% 99,8%
99,8%70,0% 100%

99,8%60,1% 92,3%

99,4%67,0% 98,5%

99,7%61,3% 99,4%

The Appendices comprise an important 
part of the report, since they include 
regional data on the SDG indicators 
produced by MICS (Annex 1), as well as 
information on the “Child and Adolescent 
Friendly Cities” platform (Annex 2), in 
which UNICEF, together with partners, 
implements the localization of the SDGs.
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Indicators of service coverage – defined as share of 
people receiving the service they need – are the best 
way to track progress in providing services under 
universal health coverage.

100% coverage of pregnant women by healthcare is 
caused by a high level of development of the national 
health system.

Delivery attended by skilled health personnel is an 
important factor both for the mother and the new-
born. Lack of access to such healthcare may result in 
different undesirable consequences, such as diseases, 
disability or lethality. A high coverage rate of women 
and children by healthcare is a significant achievement 
of the national health system, conditioned by the 
highly-developed mother and child protection system.
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One of the criteria of the standard of living is the 
access to improved sanitation, inter alia, to the 
facilities that hygienically separate human functioning 
waste, thereby, excluding contacts of humans with 
such waste.

Access to efficient contraception means and the use of 
such means enables women and their partners to take 
weighted decisions for planned childbirth. Awareness 
of the modern pregnancy prevention methods 
facilitates the protection of women’s health, preventing 
unwanted pregnancies and, thereby, reducing the 
number of abortions and lowering infertility.

GOAL 3
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 
for all at all ages

3.8.1 – Coverage of essential health 
services: at least four antenatal care visits by 
any provider

3.1.2 – Proportion of births attended by 
skilled health personnel, percent

3.8.1 – Coverage of essential health 
services: use of improved sanitation facilities, 
percent

3.7.1 – Proportion of women of reproductive 
age (aged 15–49 years) who have their need 
for family planning satisfied with modern 
methods, percent

99,9%99,9% 98,7%65,5%
99,2%100% 96,6%59,4%

100%100% 99,8%65,4%

100%100% 100%64,3%
99,8%99,5% 100%65,6%

100%100% 94,3%64,0%

100%100% 98,9%70,3%

100%100% 100%66,9%
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MICS collects data on foundational reading and numeracy skills of children aged 7-14 years. The ability to read and 
understand a simple text is one of the most fundamental skills that a child can acquire, and the development of basic 
mathematical literacy skills in primary school is crucial for success in mathematics in subsequent years. The content 
of reading assessment is customized, ensuring that the vocabulary used are part of the Grade 2 reading textbook. The 
questions on mathematics are based on universal skills needed for that grade level. 

Early child development is defined as an orderly, 
predictable process along a continuous path, in which 
a child learns to handle more complicated levels of 
moving (fine and gross motor skills), and develops 
skills in thinking, speaking, feeling and relating to 
others. Physical growth, literacy and numeracy skills, 
socio-emotional development and readiness to learn 
are vital domains of a child’s overall development, 
which is a basis for overall human development.

The period up to entering school is critical for 
cognitive, social, emotional and physical development. 
During these years, mental development occurs 
most intensively. Optimal childhood development 
requires a stimulating and nurturing environment, 
access to books and learning materials, interactions 
with responsive and attentive caregivers, adequate 
nutrients, participation in age-appropriate educational 
programs. 
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GOAL 4
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

4.1.1 – Proportion of children and young 
people achieving at least a minimum 
proficiency level in reading, percent

4.2.1 – Proportion of children under 5 years 
of age who are developmentally on track in 
health, learning and psychosocial well-being, 
percent

4.1.1 – Proportion of children and young 
people achieving at least a minimum 
proficiency level in mathematics, percent

4.2.2 – Participation rate in organized 
learning (one year before the official primary 
entry age), percent

82,4% 86,9%72,5% 94,0%
89,2% 81,7%73,8% 88,4%

70,8% 91,1%68,2% 100%

75,7% 79,2%68,3% 93,3%
77,9% 89,2%68,1% 95,1%

79,1% 86,6%65,7% 88,1%

85,9% 93,3%75,3% 93,1%

94,7% 87,5%82,3% 96,3%
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Marriage before the age of 18 is a fundamental violation 
of human rights. Child marriage often compromises a 
girl’s development by resulting in early pregnancy and 
social isolation, interrupting her schooling, limiting her 
opportunities for career and vocational advancement 
and placing her at increased risk of intimate partner 
violence. 
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GOAL 5
Achieve gender equality and empower 
all women and girls

5.3.1 – Proportion of women aged 20-24 
years who were married or in a union before 
age 18, percent

0,1% 4,7%
0,0% 20,3%

0,6% 2,2%

0,0% 1,9%
0,4% 5,4%

0,0% 6,7%

0,0% 2,5%

0,0% 2,8%

The practice of early/child marriage is a direct 
manifestation of gender inequality.

The issue of child marriage is addressed in a number 
of international conventions and agreements. Although 
marriage is not mentioned directly in the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, child marriage is linked to other 
rights – such as the right to freedom of expression, 
the right to protection from all forms of abuse, and the 
right to be protected from harmful traditional practices.

5.3.1 – Proportion of women aged 20-24 
years who were married or in a union before 
age 15, percent
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In many settings, sexual behavior can be considered a 
risk factor for health and social issues. These include 
reproductive health, HIV and other sexually transmitted 
infections, and gender equality and empowerment. 
An understanding of the population’s sexual behavior 
patterns can inform both disease prevention and 
health promotion programmes.

5.6.1 – Percentage of women aged 15 to 49 
who independently make informed decisions 
about sex, contraceptive use, and reproductive 
health services, percent

68,2%
71,5%

66,0%

65,7%
59,2%

63,8%

69,8%

76,5%
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Cooking, lighting and heating represent a large 
share of household energy use. Access to electricity 
addresses major critical issues in all the dimensions of 
sustainable development. The target has a wide range 
of social and economic impacts, including facilitating 
development of household based income generating 
activities and lightening the burden of household tasks.

It is well known that reliance on such inefficient energy 
for heating and lighting is associated with high levels of 
household (indoor) air pollution. The use of inefficient 
fuels for cooking alone is estimated to cause over 
4 million deaths annually, mainly among women 
and children. This is more than TB, HIV and malaria 
combined. These adverse health impacts can be 
avoided by adopting clean fuels and technologies for all 
main household energy end-or in some circumstances 
by adopting advanced combustion cook stoves.

GOAL 7
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all

7.1.1 – Proportion of population with access 
to electricity, percent

7.1.2 – Proportion of population with primary 
reliance on clean fuels and technology, percent

100% 84,4%
100% 78,2%

100% 88,5%

100% 74,8%
100% 85,3%

100% 81,8%

100% 76,7%

100% 100%
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The pledge to leave no-one behind and eliminate discrimination is at the centre of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The elimination of discrimination is also enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the core international human rights treaties. The purpose of this indicator is to measure a prevalence of discrimination 
based on the personal experience reported by individuals. It is considered an outcome indicator helping to measure the 
effectiveness of nondiscriminatory laws, policy and practices for the concerned population groups.
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GOAL 10
Reduce inequality within 
and among countries

10.3.1 – The proportion of women reporting 
having personally felt discriminated against 
or harassed in the previous 12 months on the 
basis of a ground of discrimination prohibited 
under international human rights law, percent

10.3.1 – The proportion of men reporting 
having personally felt discriminated against 
or harassed in the previous 12 months on the 
basis of a ground of discrimination prohibited 
under international human rights law, percent

4,8% 4,0%
4,4% 8,6%

7,0% 5,6%

4,3% 3,1%
1,8% 5,7%

5,0% 2,5%

2,9% 0,3%

7,2% 3,0%
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The concept of ‘fear of crime’ is used in dozens of crime victimization surveys. It is important to understand that ‘fear of 
crime’ is a phenomenon that is separate from the prevalence of crime and that may be even largely independent from 
actual experience, as the perception of crime and the resulting fear of it is mediated by a number of factors, such as the 
awareness of crime, the public discussion and the media and personal circumstances.
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GOAL 16
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels

16.1.4 – The proportion of women who 
feel safe when they walk alone in their 
neighborhood, percent

16.1.4 – The proportion of men who 
feel safe when they walk alone in their 
neighborhood, percent

64,5% 95,3%
67,1% 93,5%

63,2% 95,2%

60,5% 92,6%
70,7% 94,9%

63,3% 93,1%

60,1% 97,3%

66,4% 98,2%

The use of violent discipline (physical punishment 
and / or psychological aggression) with children 
represent a violation of their rights. Physical discipline 
and psychological aggression tend to overlap and 
frequently occur together, exacerbating the short- 
and long-term harm they inflict. Violent discipline is a 
common form of violence against children.

16.2.1 – Percentage of children aged 1-14 
years subjected to physical punishment and 
/ or psychological aggression on the part of 
caregivers of these children, percent

57,0%
61,0%

66,0%

65,9%
50,6%

75,8%

42,1%

48,6%
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SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOAL 
INDICATORS
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1.3.1 Proportion of population covered by 
social protection floors/systems, % 63,7 66,5 60,1 70,0 59,0 61,3 67,0 60,1

1.4.1 Proportion of population living in 
households with access to basic services 
(using basic drinking water services), %

99,4 98,8 98,8 99,8 99,8 99,7 99,4 99,8

1.4.1 Proportion of population living in 
households with access to basic services 
(use of basic sanitation services), %

98,3 99,8 96,5 100,0 99,5 99,4 98,5 92,3

3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by 
skilled health personnel, % 99,9 100,0 100,0 99,5 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

3.7.1 Proportion of women of 
reproductive age (aged 15–49 years) 
who have their need for family planning 
satisfied with modern methods, %

65,5 64,3 59,4 65,6 65,4 66,9 70,3 64,0

3.8.1 Coverage of essential health 
services: at least four antenatal care visits 
by any provider, %

99,9 100,0 99,2 99,8 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

3.8.1 Coverage of essential health 
services: use of improved sanitation 
facilities, %

98,7 100,0 96,6 100,0 99,8 100,0 98,9 94,3

4.1.1 Proportion of children and young 
people aged 7-14 years achieving at least 
a minimum proficiency level in reading, %

82,4 75,7 89,2 77,9 70,8 94,7 85,9 79,1

4.1.1 Proportion of children and young 
people aged 7-14 years achieving at 
least a minimum proficiency level in 
mathematics, %

72,5 68,3 73,8 68,1 68,2 82,3 75,3 65,7

4.2.1 Proportion of children under 5 years 
of age who are developmentally on track 
in health, learning and psychosocial well-
being, %

86,9 79,2 81,7 89,2 91,1 87,5 93,3 86,6

Literacy-numeracy 36,6 35,5 26,3 37,0 48,2 36,9 34,4 39,7

Physical 99,5 99,7 99,8 100,0 97,2 99,4 100,0 100,0

Social-emotional 84,0 74,8 81,2 88,4 88,7 83,6 90,6 81,2

Learning 99,2 97,9 99,8 99,7 97,6 99,2 100,0 100,0

APPENDIX 1
LOCALIZING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
REGIONAL MICS INDICATORS

4.2.2 Participation rate in organized 
learning (one year before the official 
primary entry age), %

94,0 93,3 88,4 95,1 100,0 96,3 93,1 88,1

5.3.1 Proportion of women aged 20-24 
years who were married or in a union 
before age 15, %

0,1 0,0 0,0 0,4 0,6 0,0 0,0 0,0

5.3.1 Proportion of women aged 20-24 
years who were married or in a union 
before age 18, %

4,7 1,9 20,3 5,4 2,2 2,8 2,5 6,7

5.6.1 Percentage of women aged 15 to 
49 who independently make informed 
decisions about sex, contraceptive use, 
and reproductive health services, %

68,2 65,7 71,5 59,2 66,0 76,5 69,8 63,8

7.1.1 Proportion of population with 
access to electricity, % 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

7.1.2 Proportion of population with 
primary reliance on clean fuels and 
technology, %

84,4 74,8 78,2 85,3 88,5 100,0 76,7 81,8

8.7.1 Proportion and number of children 
aged 5-17 years engaged in child labour, 
%

4,1 6,7 6,4 0,0 4,4 1,5 5,9 4,8

10.3.1 The proportion of women 
reporting having personally felt 
discriminated against or harassed in the 
previous 12 months on the basis of a 
ground of discrimination prohibited under 
international human rights law, %

4,8 4,3 4,4 1,8 7,0 7,2 2,9 5,0

10.3.1 The proportion of men reporting 
having personally felt discriminated 
against or harassed in the previous 
12 months on the basis of a ground 
of discrimination prohibited under 
international human rights law, %

4,0 3,1 8,6 5,7 5,6 3,0 0,3 2,5

16.1.4 The proportion of women who 
feel safe when they walk alone in their 
neighborhood, %

64,5 60,5 67,1 70,7 63,2 66,4 60,1 63,3

16.1.4 The proportion of men who 
feel safe when they walk alone in their 
neighborhood, %

95,3 92,6 93,5 94,9 95,2 98,2 97,3 93,1

16.2.1 Percentage of children aged 1-14 
years subjected to physical punishment 
and / or psychological aggression on the 
part of caregivers of these children, %

57,0 65,9 61,0 50,6 66,0 48,6 42,1 75,8
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APPENDIX 2
LOCALIZING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS IN CHILD AND ADOLESCENT FRIENDLY CITIES 

Early Childhood Intervention Centres: 
Brest, Pinsk, Baranovichi, Kobrin, Gomel, Mozyr, Zhlobin, Rechitsa, Mogilev (4), Bobruisk, Gorki, Krichev, Vitebsk (2), Orsha, 
Polotsk, Novopolotsk, Grodno (2), Lida, Ostrovets, Volkovysk, Slonim, Borisov (2), Slutsk, Molodechno, Salihorsk, Minsk (7).

Youth Friendly Health Centres: 
Brest, Baranovichi, Kobrin, Pinsk, Stolin, Vitebsk, Orsha, Novopolotsk, Polotsk, Gomel (2), Zhlobin, Rogachev, Rechitsa, 
Svetlogorsk, Zhitkovichi, Grodno (2), Berezino, Borisov, Borovlyany, Vileyka, Volozhin, Dzerzhinsk, Zhodino, Krupki, Logoisk, 
Maryina Gorka, Molodechno, Myadel, Nesvizh, Slutsk, Smolevichi, Salihorsk, Stolbtsy, Uzda, Cherven, Minsk (9), Mogilev, 
Bobruisk, Gorki.

54% of children under 15 years of the total number of children of the corresponding age in Belarus live in 
cities joined the “Child and Adolescent Friendly Cities” platform. Another 11% - in candidate cities for joining 
the “Child and Adolescent Friendly Cities” platform.

Cities joined the “Child and Adolescent 
Friendly Cities” platform

Candidate cities for joining the “Child and 
Adolescent Friendly Cities” platform

Youth Resource 
Centers

Signed Global Child Friendly 
Cities Mayors’ Declaration

MULTIPLE INDICATOR CLUSTER SURVEY ON THE SITUATION OF CHILDREN AND 
WOMEN IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

LOCALIZING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: REGIONAL MICS INDICATORS

This publication is based on data obtained as a result of the sixth round of the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey on the 
Situation of Children and Women in the Republic of Belarus (MICS). Statistical snapshots and the Survey Findings Report 
are available on https://www.belstat.gov.by and mics.unicef.org/surveys.

Information about the current situation on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in Belarus can be obtained on 
the national platform for reporting SDG indicators http://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by 

Up-to-date information on the situation of children in Belarus in the main areas of society can be obtained on the universal 
data-portal on child-related statistics http://www.childrenportal.belstat.gov.by
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